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RESOLUTION
OF THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

Recormending and Reqguesting that Each Community Designate
Trust Land for Community Cemeteries

WHEREAS:

1% Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §§ 6%1 and €93, the Resources
Committee is established as a standing committee of the Navajo
Natica Council for the purposes of ensuring the optimum utilization
of all resources of the Navajo Nation and to protect the rights,
and interests and freedoms of the Navajo Nation and people to such
resources; and

2. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 695 (B) (14), the Resources
Committee of the Navajo Nation Council serves as the legislzative
oversight committee for the Division of Natural Resources, District
Grazing Committee, Eastern Navajo Land Board and Navajo Nation Farm
Boards and overall matters affecting Navajo resources; and

3, Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 695 (B) (5) and (6), the Resources
Committee is authorized to give final approval of all land
withdrawals for residential subdivisions, rights-of-way, including
all surface casements and other clearances related but not limited
to powerline, waterline and sewer line extensions; and to oversee
and regulate all activities within Navajo Nation lands, including
actions which may involve disposition or acquisition of resources,
surface disturbance, or alteration of the natural state of the
regource; and

4. The District Grazing Committec has been dealing with
issues involving burials. There is a prevalence of people buryving
their deceased loved ones out on rangelands, within farm plots and
within or near their homesite leases. Land use cortroversies arise
when otlier land users find a burial that interferes with their use
of range or farm lands. During the frunexal and burial planning
process, contrcversies and disputes arise wheu a grazing permittee
or land use permittee finds out that the burial is being planned on
open rangelands or within or near a farm plot or homesite lease
area. The District Grazing officials are being regquested to handle
or mediate these disputes on burials; and

5e To address these issues and to avoid any further
controversies, the District Grazing Committee by resolutions, have
requested thav each community designate and withdraw lands in
accordance with 13 N.N.C. § 1851 and 2 N.N.C. § 685 (B) (5) and
(6). These resolutions of the District Grazing Committees are
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit "A"; and
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9. The Rescurces Committee is also aware that there are
communities where their community cemeteries have reached their
maximum use allowances and may have to withdraw more lands to
handle the additional needs,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The Resources Committee of the Navajo Nation Council hereby
requests that each community of the Navajo Nation designate lands
for community cemeteries in accordance with Title 13, Navajo Nation
Code, Chapter 11, Burials, Subchapter 1. Generally and Subchaptex
3, Cemeteries, including 13 N.N.C. § 1951 and 2 N.N.C. § 695 (B)
(5) and (6). Chapter resolutions recommending such land
withdrawals shall be submitted t« the Division of Natural Resources
for consideration by the Resources Committee.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Resources Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
at a duly called meeting at Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona),
at which a quorum was present ard that same was passed by a vote of
5 in favor, N opposed and 0 abstained, this 9th day of December,

1899.
CRe
beézj;" Whitehkors

Vice Chairperson
Resgources Committee

Motion: Jack Colorado
Second: Herman Daniels
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION OF THE
WESTERN NAVAJO AGENCY GRAZING COMMITTEE

RECOMMENDING TO THE RESQURCES COMMITTEE AND GOVERNMENT
SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO COUNCIL TO REQUEST ALY,
110 CHAPTERS TO DESIGNATE AND WITHDRAW LANDS FOR CEMETERIES

WHEREAS :

1. The Distnct Grazing Committee are established within the Exccutive Branch of the
Navajo Nation government and their Plan of Operation is codified at Title 3, Article 3
§ 871, ct. seq. of the Navajo Nation Code for the purposc of oversecing and enforcing
and enforcing the Navajo Nation Cede for the purpose of overseeing the Navajo Nation
Grazing Regulations ; and

9

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §695 , (B), (14), the Resource Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council serves as the legislative oversight for the Division of Natural Resources, District
Grazing Committee and Eastern Navajo Land Boards and overall matters affecting
Navajo resources ; and

3. Pursuant to 13 N.N.C. § 1951, the Government Service Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council has authority to designate lands for cemeteries ; and

4. The District Grazing Committee and the Resources Committee hear land and grazing
dispute cases on a monthly and routine basis. These disputes have escalated or resulted
from pecple burying the deceased family members in grazing areas which are claimed and
grazed by other community members ; and :

To alleviate some of the social and traditional pressures places on the District Grazing
Committee to make decisions regarding such burials, this request is being forwarded to the
Resources Committee of the Navajo Nation Council.

wun

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

1. The Western Navajo Agency Grazing Committee hercby respectfully request that the
Resources Committee and Government Sercives Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
request by resolution to the respective Navajo Nation Chapter Communities to designate
and withdraw lands for cemeteries within each Chapter’s Land Use Plan ; and

2. Ec :h Chapter will be responsible to construct and maintain the Cemetary fences ; and
each Chapter will have their own policy for interment.
3. That there will be no burials on the Navajo Nation rangeland to prevent land and grazing

disputes and asserted land claims. Family burial plots will not be proper and appronriate
unless it is legally withdrawn.
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CERTIFICATION

We hereby certity that the foregoing resolution was duly considered and moved for adoption at a

duly called Westen: Navajo Auaency Grazing Committee meeting at Tuba City, Navajo Nation

Anzona at which a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vute of ___favor,
n

} g'g oppused and ___ ¢ abstained on this 15 day of July , 1999,

Moticried B y:
T0MAS_ B RADLEY

Seconded By:

HA RN T LD TooTH

4‘% e

Thomas Walker, Chairperson 4
WNA Grazing Committee

rcny Whitercck, Vice Chairperson
WNA Grazing Committee
. '
LU Ut doang
Lcuise C. Nockideneh, Secretary
WNA Grazing Committee
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' POSED RESOLUTION OF TII f e € A

DISTRICT THREE GRAZING CommiTRee,  LXNibit f:fr;f,VQTg
Ai;'HCHf.'u.!e

RECOMMENDING TO THE RESQURCES COMMITTEE AND GOVERNMEN?"’;’“-U:--.M
SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJOQ COUNCIL TO REQUEST ALL
110 CHAPTERS TO DESIGNATE AND WITHDRAW LANDS FOR CEMETERIES

WHEREAS :

l. The District Grazing Committee are established within the Executive Branch of the
Navajo Nation government and their Plan of Operation is codified at Title 3, Article 3
§871, et. seq. of the Mavajo Nation Code for the purpose of overseeing and enforcing
and enforcing the Navajo Nation Cede for the purpose of overseeing the Navajc Nation
Grazing Regulations ; and

]

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §695 , (B), (14), the Resource Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council serves as the legislative oversight for the Division of Natural Resources, District
Grazing Committee and Eastern Navajo Land Boards and overall matters affecting
Navajo resources ; and

1. Pursuant to 13 N.N.C. § 1951, the Governmen* Servite Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council has authority tc designate iands for cemeteries ; and

4, The District Grazing Committee and the Resources Committee hear land and grazing
dispute cases on a monthly and routine basis. These disputes have escalated or resulted
from people burying the deceased family members in grazing areas which are claimed and
grazed by other community members ; and

5 To alleviate some of the social and traditional pressures places on the District Grazing
Committee to make decisions regarding such burials, this request is being forwarded to the
Resources Committee of the Navajo Nation Council.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

1. The Western Navajo District Grazing Committee hereby respectfully request that the
Resources Committee and Government Sercives Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
request by resolution to the respective Navajo Nation Chapter Communities to designate
and withdraw lands for cemeteries within each Chapter's Land Use Plan ; and

2. Each Chapter will be responsible to construct and maintain the Cemectary fences ; and
each Chapter will have their own policy for interment.

3. That there will be no burials on the Navajo Nation rangeland to prevent land and grazing
disputes and asserted land claims. Family burial plots will not be proper and appropriate
unless it is legally withdrawn,
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CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the forenoing resolution was duly considered and moved for adontion at a
duly called Western Navajo District Grazing Committee meeting at Coalmine, Navajo Nation

Arizona at which a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of 2 favor,
O____ opposedand ___1 abstai.ied on this 10 day of June , 1999.

(P/rLaLf e . e zgjd »(.‘{f %@Ji W[/

Angela M. Begay, Chairperson
District 3 Grazing Committee

Aot Ko lys
Kenneth Kerley, Vice ChairpcrsoﬁJ
District 3 Grazing Committee

LML demadn

Louise C. Nockideneh, Secretary
District 3 Grazing Committee




